Question: What is your opinion of the person that says, “ The Khawarij they are the ones that only overthrow the just ruler. As for the one that overthrows the unjust ruler then he is not from them.’’ 

Answer: Abdullah ibn Umar’s ruler destroyed the Kaa’ba yet he gave allegiance to him. After all this the companions were present and also gave allegiance to him. By Allah, he was an oppressor. (May Allah have mercy on him) He had good deeds, conquests, and he established Jihaad in the way of Allah, but he was an oppressive ruler. The messenger (sallallaahu alayhe wa sallam) taught, taught, and taught. The proof is Bukhari, Muslim, and other than them. He said Obey them as long as they establish the prayer.’’ “Command the good and forbid the evil.” “Obey them as long as they establish the prayer.’’ The companions asked, should we overthrow them with our swords? He said no, as long as they pray.” With regards to an oppressive ruler the messenger (peace and blessing be upon him) commanded patience and he did not make it lawful to revolt against them. As for the one whom rebels against the rulers and causes dissension between the Muslims, it is obligatory to kill him even if the ruler that they rebelled against was oppressive.

This is the Khawarij’s understanding; the person is not a Khariji unless he overthrows a just ruler. They think Ali (May Allah be pleased with him) was not a just ruler, or that Uthman (May Allah be pleased with him) was not just. The individuals that hold Sayed Qutb to be sacred believe Uthman was unjust even if you all try to hide it. How do they hold Sayed Qutb to be sacred and he speaks ill of Uthman’s justness and speaks ill of his rulership?! He does not do this except with disbelief; because he is the one that declares Muslims to be out of the fold of Islaam, he is the leader of the ones that do this. It’s not possible for him to openly declare both Uthman and the Rawafdh to be disbelievers; while he combines both the belief of the Khawarij and the Rawafidh, and is the flag bearer for the Khawarij, the Rawafidh, and other groups. In this manner he combines these different ideologies and makes Uthman (May Allah be pleased with him) a tyrant so that we can revolt against him, and Ali a tyrant so that we can revolt against him. 

Dhul Khuwasirah, do you see how he called the Prophet’s (sallallaahu alayhe wa sallam) justice into question? So this is not an issue of justice concerning you, and the one that overthrows the ruler.

Therefore, as long as the ruler remains within the fold of Islaam, the Prophet (sallallaahu alayhe wa sallam) rectified this affair. Even if this ruler is an evil doer, oppressor, as long as he stays within the fold of Islaam; and continues to establish the prayer. It is not lawful to overthrow him. Do you understand this? This is Allah’s ruling, and His messenger’s (sallallaahu alayhe wa sallam) not the ruling of foolish individuals.
